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1. Tumah from a sealed n"21pp — marrow bone

The next Mishnah states: nnin N1 — regarding @ marrow bone from a dead body, 'wTpinn N2ip1 — and a marrow
bone from a korban [which became nia], one who touches them, Xnb D' |'2 D'NMIND |'A — whether they are closed
or punctured, is tamei. Although he cannot touch the marrow inside, the bone of a dead body is itself metamei
NN'MINTN, and a bone of AN is metamei (one’s hands) |2127Tn (to discourage Kohanim from leaving over korban
meat). Regarding the marrow bone of a n7'21 or Y1, if they are completely closed, one who touches them is tahor,
but if they are punctured even a minimal amount, one who touches them is tamei (even without touching the
marrow itself). Since he can touch the marrow (by inserting even a hair through the hole), the bone can transmit the
marrow’s tumah as aniw. The Mishnah concludes that a sealed bone cannot even convey tumah through xwn —
carrying, because Nwn is written next to van, teaching: Xwn 9727 X2 van 2737 Xaw NN — that which enters the
category of tumah through touching also enters the category of tumah through carrying, but that which cannot be
metamei through van is also not metamei through xwn.

2. Can a n'71p be metamei through 7nN?

The Mishnah states that the marrow bone of a dead body is metamei with uan, implying that it is not metamei
through 7'nkn — one who forms a roof over it. Accordingly, the bone must have less than a n'ta of flesh.
Furthermore, it cannot contain a N'ma of NN — marrow inside, because such enclosed tumah is N71V1 NUPIA — breaks
through its covering (the bone) and rises, and would be metamei through 7nK. Finally, the Gemara asks: if nin
YIN2n NJNX Nun 091N — marrow inside a living creature’s bone can regenerate flesh outside the bone, x'7un 12N
N'n — [the bone] is considered a full-fledged limb, and should be metamei with 7nx!? There are three approaches to
this question: (1) Rav Yehudah brei d’Rebbe Chiya says that this Mishnah teaches that inner marrow cannot
regenerate outside flesh. (2) Abaye disagrees, and explains that the Mishnah’s case is nawwa — where he scraped
away part of the bone so it can no longer regenerate flesh. (3) Rebbe Yochanan says there is a n'1a of nin in the
bone, and it is metamei with 7nK; this is included in the Mishnah’s term "van" — touching.

3. Rope meshwork within a tefach above ann

Rebbe Yose says that nii?n anol non 1an — the interlaced ropes of a bed and the [interlaced bars] of a window can
form a nx'xn between a lower and upper floor. Thus, if a Nn is on the lower floor and someone on the upper floor
touches the space opposite the holes in the meshwork, he remains tahor. However, if the ropes were spread out in
the air over a nn, one who touches the space opposite the holes becomes tamei through 7nK, because the ropes do
not form a nx'xn between the floors when they are not part of the structure. Rava maintains that if the ropes were
spread within a tefach above the nn, it would be tantamount to INI021 NN — a body in its garment, which transmits
tumah with 9nN; here too, even placing one’s hand opposite the ropes themselves should make him tamei through
2NN. Rather, the ropes must be spread more than a tefach above the nn. Abaye disagrees and says that even if the
ropes are within a tefach of the nn, they are different from a nn’s garment: N2 02N MIVJ1 NN —regarding a body in
its garment, he designates [the garment] for the body, whereas he is not 701n ropes suspended above the body.

Siman -$1.25

When the customer tried to bargain the peddler selling bone key chains to lower than a buck twenty-five because
they are metamei by touching them, and the peddler argued back that at least they are not 2nxa 8nvn, another
customer pointed out that they are already 7nxa Xnvn because they are above a nn separated by rope meshwork
that is within a nav of the body.
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When the customer tried to bargain the peddler selling bone key chains to lower than a buck twenty-five because they are

metamei by touching them, and the peddler argued back that at least they are not 2nNa Xnvn, another customer pointed out
that they are already 7nxa 8nvn because they are above a nn separated by rope meshwork that is within a nav of the body.
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